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In the claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 
application: 

1 . (cuirently amended) A method of testing the hearing of a user utilizing a computer system, the 
computer system including a computer and a speaker, the computer operable to generate an 
electrical signal and then to output the electrical signal to the speaker, the speaker operable to 
convert the electrical signal into a stimulus, the method comprising: 

a) downloading a computer program from a server to the computer; 

b) executing the computer program on the computer including providing a digital stimulus 
.signal comprising a combination of a first sub-stimulus and a second sub-stimulus; the first 
sub-stimulus being within the audible range of humans, the second sub-stimulus being 
outside of the audible range of humans ; 

c) generating a stimulus using the digital stimulus signa l, th e stimulus having a first sub - 
stimuhio and a G e cond sub - stimulus, tho first sub - stimulus b e ing within tho audible rang e of 
humans, th e aooond oub - stimulus b e ing outsid e of tho audibl e range of humans ; and 

d) receiving an input from the user that indicates that the user heard the stimulus. 

2. (original) The method of claim 1, wherein the act of downloading the computer program 
includes transferring the computer program from the server to the computer via the Internet 

3 (original) The method of claim 1, wherein the act of downloading the computer program 
includes transferring the computer program from the server to the computer via an email. 

4. (currently amended) The method of claim 1, wherein the act of generating a stimulus includes 
generating a stimulus from an audio stream that utilizes a larger number of bits per sample of the 
digital stimulus signal t o represent the stimulus than would be utilized to represent the first sub- 
stimulus. 

5. (currently amended) The method of claim 1, wherei n tho act of generating a stimulus includ e s 
gonomting a stimulus having a first sub stimulus and a second sub stimulus ; the first sub- 
stimulus having has an amplitude that is smaller than the amplitude of the second sub-stimulus. 
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6. (currently amended) The method of claim 1, wher e in the act of gen e rating a stimulus includes 
g eaemting a stimulus having a first sub stimulus and a s e cond oub stimulus, wherein the first 
sub-stimulus includes a Warble tone. 

7. (currently amended) The method of claim 1, wh e r e in tho act of generating a stimulus incl udes 
gen e rating a stimulus - having q first 3ub stimulus and a s e cond sub stimulus, wherein the second 
sub-stimulus includes a dithering signal. 

8. (currently amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein tho not of generating a stimulus includ es 
gen e rating a stimulus having a - fi r at sub stimulus and a s e cond sub stimulus, wherein the second 
sub-stimulus includes white noise. 

9 . (currently amended) The method of claim 1, wherein the act of g e nerating a stimulus includ e s 
gen e rating a stimulus having a first sub stimulus and a second sub stimulus, wherein the second 
sub-stimulus includes pink noise. 

10. (currently amended) The method of claim 1, further including: 

e) sending first data to the server based on said input : 

f) qualifying the hearing of the user using a routine executed at the server ; and 

g) sending second data to the computer based on said Qualifying . 

1 1 . (currently amended) A method of testing the hearing of a user utilizing a computer system, 
the computer system including a computer and a speaker, the computer operable to output an 
electrical signal to the speaker, the speaker operable to convert the electrical signal into a 
stimulus, the method comprising: 

a) downloading a computer program from a server to the computer; 

b) executing the computer program on the compute r including providing a digital stimulus 
signal comprising a combination of a first sub-stimulus and a secon d sub-stimulus, the first 
sub-stimulus being within the audible range of humans, the secon d sub-stimulus being 
outside of the frequency range of the hearing test; 
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c) generating a stimulus using the digital stimulus signal , thc stimulu g hav i ng a first sub 
stimulus and a s econd sub - stimulus, the first sub stimulus b e ing within the audible range of 
humans, the s e cond sub stimulus b e ing outsido of thc - frcqucncy range of the hearing t e st ; 
and 

d) receiving an input from the user that indicates that the user heard the stimulus- 

12. (original) The method of claim 1 1, wherein the act of downloading the computer program 
includes transferring the computer program from the server to the computer via the Internet. 

13. (original) The method of claim 1 1, wherein the act of downloading the computer program 
includes transferring the computer program from the server to the computer via an email 

14. (currently amended) The method of claim 1 1, wherein the act of generating a stimulus 
includes generating a stimulus from ah audio stream that utilizes a larger number of bits ger 
sample of the digital stimulus signal t o represent the stimulus than would be utilized to represent 
the first sub-stimulus . 

1 5. (currently amended) The method of claim 1 1 , wherein t he - aot - of generating a stimulus 
includ e s g e nerating a stimulus having a first sub - stimulus and a second sub stimulus, the first 
sub-stimulus having has an amplitude that is smaller than the amplitude of the second sub- 
stimulus. 

1 6. (currently amended) The method of claim 1 1, wherein the act of gen e rating a stimulus 
includes genorating a atimulus having a first sub stimulus and a second - sub stimulus, wherein the 
first sub-stimulus includes a Warble tone. 

1 7. (currently amended) The method of claim 1 1 , wh e r e in th e act of g e n e rating a stimulus 
includes g e nerating a stimulus having a first sub stimulus and a second sub - st grnriusr wherein the 
second sub-stimulus includes a dithering signal. 
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18. (currently amended) The method of claim 11, wherein the act of generating a - fife mukw 
■ mdui cz g o n o nti i ir; a stimulus having a fi^t sate ntimuhio and a second sub stimulus, wherein the 
second sub-stimulus includes white noise. 

19. (currently amended) The method of claim 1 1, wh o r o in tho a otof generating a stimulus 
ine ludcs generating a stimulu s having a first sub stimulus and a second sub stimulus, wherein the 
second sub-stimulus includes pink noise. 

20. (currently amended) The method of claim 1 1 , further including: 

e) sending first data to the server based on said input ; 

f) quali fying the hearing of the user using a routin e executed at the server; and 

g) cending to the computer based on said qualifying, 

21. (currently amended) A program storage device that contains computer readable instructions 
that, when executed by a computer system having a volume control, tests the hearing of a user 
by: 

a) setting the volume control of the computer; 

h ) providing a digital stimulus signal comprising a combination of a first sub-stimulus and a 
«**mA snh-snmums. the first sub-stimulus being w ithin the audible range of humane the 
second sub-stimulus being outside of th e audible ranee of humans; 

cm ^/M^tmcr a stimulus using the digital stimulus signa M h o udmulus having a firot wh - 
stimulus and a second sub stimulus, th e feat - sub stimuli* being within the audible range o f 
humans, the second sab stimulus being outaido of tho audible range oftemns ; and 
de) receiving an input from the user that indicates that the user heard the stimulus. 

22. (currently amended) The program storage device of claim 21, wherein the act of gen erating^ 
U imuluj iml uJi : generating a st BRufa s h aving a fast sab sfemte and a second sub stimulus, 
the first sub-stimulus having has an amplitude that is smaller than the amplitude of the second 
sub-stimulus 
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23. (currently amended) The program storage device of claim 21 , whoroin tho act of generating a 
il imuluL i ud nrlm cnnrrntinc n it i m Til m ha in? a fifst sub stimulus mi a nccond sub stimulus, 
wherein the first sub-stimulus includes a Warble tone. 

24.. (currently amended) The program storage device of claim 21, wherein the act of gon e fa& ttg-a 
q im utu Q i n cl u de: g ene rating n stmate haviag a fire* sttb frimnhmmd q second sub stimulus, 
wherein the second sub-stimulus includes a dithering signal. 

25 , (currently amended) The program storage device of claim 21, whoroin tho act of generating a 
st i mulus includes gonomting a stimulus having a that sub stimulus and a second sub r.timultt s? 
wherein the second sub-stimulus includes white noise. 

26. (currently amended) The program storage device of claim 21, w herein the act of gonorating a 
u l imuluo includoG generating a stimulus having a-first sub stimulus and a sooond sub stimulus, 
wherein the second sub-stimulus includes pink noise. 

27. (currently amended) A program storage device that contains computer readable instructions 
that, when executed by a computer system having a volume control, tests the hearing of a user 
by: 

a) setting the volume control of the computer; 

y nmvidino a digital stimulus sign al enmnrising a c om bination o f a fast sub-sumul"s and a 

second sub-stimulus , the first sub-stimulus bein g within the audible range of humans, the 

gftmnd suh-stimulus being outsid e of the frequency range of the hearing test; 

cb) generating a stimulus using the digita l stimulus signal, the stimulus having a first sub - 

st imulus and a oocond sub stimulu s , tho first sub stimulus being wi d mt d ie audiblo range of 

humans, the second nub stimulus boing outside of tho frequency range of human'; ; 

de) receiving an input ftom the user that indicates that the user heard the stimulus. 

28. (currently amended) The program storage device of claim 27, wherein the act of generating a 
stimulus includes generating a stimuhis from an audio stream that utilizes a larger number of bits 
r^r sam ple of the Hi pital stimulus signal to represent the stimulus than would be utilized to 
represent the first sub-stimulus. 



T>„, — C ~f 1 1 



PAGE 7(12 * RCVD AT 412712005 2:00:34 PM [Eastern DayGght Time] * $VR:USPT0-EFXRF-1I4 ' DN1$:8729306 1 CSID;650 712 0263 ' DURATION (mm-ss):03-54 



Apr. 27. 2005 10:55AM Havnes Beffel & Wolfeld LLP 
Application No. 09/996,161 



No. 1 362 P. 8 
RXSD 1022-1 



29. (currently amended) The program storage device of claim 27, wherein th e act of g e nerating a 
Qtimulua - meludca generating a stimulus having a first sub stimulus and a second sub stimulus, 
the first sub-stimulus having has an amplitude that is smaller than the amplitude of the second 
sub-stimulus. 

30. (currently amended) The program storage device of claim 27, wh e r e in th e- act of gen e rating^ 
stimulus includes gen e rating a stimulus having a first sub stimulus and a s e cond sub stimulus, 
wherein the first sub-stimulus includes a Warble tone. 

31 . (currently amended) The program storage device of claim 27, wherein the aot of goncrating - a 
stimulus includes gen e rating a stimulus having a first s ub stimulus and a second sub stimulus, 
wherein the second sub-stimulus includes a dithered signal. 

32. (currently amended) The program storage device of claim 27, wh e rein th e act of g e n e rating a 
stimulus includes generating a stimulus having a first sub - stimulus and a se cond sub stimulus^ 
wherein the second sub-stimulus includes white noise. 

33. (currently amended) The program storage device of claim 27, wh e rein the act of generating a 
stimulus includ e s g e n e rating a stimulus - having a first sub - stimulus and a second sub - stimulus, 
wherein the second sub-stimulus includes pink noise. 

34. (new) The program storage device of claim 21, wherein the act of generating a stimulus 
includes generating a stimulus from an audio stream that utilizes a larger number of bits per 
sample of the digital stimulus signal to represent the stimulus than would be utilized to represent 
the first sub-stimulus. 
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